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mons which I lately made up- 
on this ſubje& in our French 
Congregation aſſembled in 
your houſe. I was requeſied 
by one of the moſt eminent and 
moſt ancient Doctors of the 
Church of England, @» by 
ſome of my ordinary bearers, 
to publiſh it - Not but that 
this Argument might have 
been handled by others more 
powerfully then by my ſelf, 
but for other reaſons. I have 
aſjayed to joyn brevity with 
the T ruth, hnow ing that you 
lowe Loth-the one and the 


| . 
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: 
other : For to whom ought I 
rather to preſent it then to 
you, My Loxrv, to whom 
all our Aſſembly | , and my 
ſelf in particular , are ſo 
greatly and continually obli- 
ged 9 IWhen we pray for 
Paitie Earl of Pembrook, 
our hearts ſay, Lorp, 
he loves our Nation, and 
hath built us a Sy nagogue. 
In effect , ibe Ark of God 
wanted a vaile for a cover- 
ing, and you have lodged it 
in a bouſe built of Cedars. 
Accept, My Loxv, 
that 


- 


8 
that in theſe lines 1 publiſh 
zour charity towards mus ; 
and the Lok D prolong your 
dayes , and powre upon you 
and your Iuſtrious F amily 


his most pretious influences. 
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LORDS 


THE USE 
OF THE 


PARYER, 


MAINTAINED 
Againſt the ObjeQions of 
the Innovators of theſe 
times. 

He ſame Spirit which 
caſt the man poſleſt 
ſometimes into the fire, 


ind ſometimes into the water, 
allays 


IO 

aſſays todrive us from one ſu- 
perſtition to another. The 
Church of Reme , in all the acts 
of her devotions, afteCts a con- 
tinual iteration of the Lords 
Prayer , out of an opinion that 
the words , or the number of 
their repetitions, carry ſome 
ſecret vertue. Many at this day 
are fallen into a uperſiicion 
quite contrary, ſhunning the 
words of this Prayer as a dan- 
ee rock , or a ſtone of 
umbling : Some others who 
dare not flatly condemn the 
Utle of this Prayer, make never- 
theleſle a (cruple to pronounce 
it ordinarily , deſiring rather to 
paſle it by with filence ; fo that 
this Prayer is found baniſhed 
trom Families and publike Al- 
{emblies 


_— 


- 


I1 
{cmblies where it was wont to 
reſound : This Candle which 
was ſct on the Candleſtick to 

ive light to all them of the 
beak, 1s at this day buried un- 
der a buſke]. It there were none 
but Hereticks, or Unbeleevers, 
who attempt to forbid it, we 
might taxe them with 1rreve- 
rence and contempt towards 
Jeſus Chriſt : but becauſe theſe 
people make proteſiion to be 
otherwiſe Orthodox , one is 
not moved at this novelty , al. 
though that heretofore we ab- 
horred it as prodigious, 

That we may lee then the 
buſinefle in queſtion, We are 
not {o literal that we condemn 
every other form of Prayer, or 
that we admit not of other 

words; 


12 
words; but men may uſe other 
Prayers , andnot omit this. It 
1s a bold attempt to blot out 
the memory of tuch a Prayer. } | 
A Prayer uſed to this pretent} 
time by all the Churches of 
God , ancient and modern, 
throughout all the Univerſal 
World. A Prayer dictated by 
the ſupreme Wiſdom of thatf 
great and eternal Mediator, 
who preſents our Prayers to 
God , and who perfectly knows 
his Fathers minde. The moſt 
compleat Prayer that can be 
made, ſumming up all the law- 
tul requeſts which can be 1ma- 
= A Prayer which 1s the 

pitome, the Miror, and the v 
Rule of all others. A PrayerJA 
which in its wonderful brevity] <a 
includ 


13 
includes ſo great a plenty and 
variety of matters, as if it 
would cauſe a Camel to pale 
through a needl's eye. A Prayer 
which contains more Hiſtories 
and more Myſteries then words. 
A Prayer in ſum the moſt Me- 
thodical , the moſt Emphati- 
cal, the moſt Divine that can 
be framed : For all the parts of 
this Prayer cohere with an ad- 
mirable Symetrie : All of it is 
exactly made, in meaſure and 
proportion : All of it is full of 
torches which enlighten each 
other : One Petition relates to 


.-| another: And theſe ſame men 


confelle, That neither all the 
wits of the Earth, nor all che 


yer Angels of Heaven, were ever 


ity} capable to dictare the like. 


B Did 
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Did Feſws Chrift then dictate 
this Prayer to the end we 
ſhould not uſe it at all > On the 
contrary, he layes unto us, Pray 
thus, Our Father which art in 


Heaven, To this , they anſwer | 


that Feſws Chriſt commands us 
to pray thus, thatisto ſay, in 
the ſame {ſenſe , but not in the 
lame words. Be it ſo. But then 
he ſayeth ( Luke 11. ) When you 
pray, ſay, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, &c. Forbids he to pray 
an the ſame words ?  Becaule he 
teacheth us to ſlay Our Father 
Cc. may we tinds that we 
ought not to ſay it? It advan- 
tageth not toalledge that if this 
were a Command, we ought al- 
wayes to lay this Prayer, and 
never any other. This 1s as if 


One 
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15 
one ſhould ſay, it is not com- 
manded to pray to God, be- 
cauſe it 1s ſaid, Pray without cea- 
fine, 1 Theſſ. 5. 17. As if we 
ought to do nothing e'ſe but 


pray unto God. But ſuppote 


that this is no Command, and 
that Feſws Chriſt hath not en- 
joyned alwayes to pronounce 
this Prayer : neither hath ke 
forbad to ſay it often, much 
leſle never. 

The pretence is nothing, that 
it ſufficeth to expreſle the ſenſe 
and meaning of Feſws Chriſt in 
this Prayer, although we ex- 
prelie not his words : For that 
we may exprelle his meaning , 
mult we ſuppreſic his words ? 
Or can we better exprelle the 
ſenſe and meaning of Feſzs 

B 2 Chriſt, 


16 
Chrift , then by the very words | 
of Feſws Chriſt himſelf ? 

W hat have they then to ſay 
againſt the common Ute of this 
Prayer ? Certainly 

E ther is not lawful, 
Or it 1s not neceſlary, 
Or it 1s not expedient, 


Let us view theſe in order. | 
Is it then unlawful to utter this 
Prayer? This cannot be faid. 
' Ir fhallbe no more allowed to 
| readit; buttwo places of Scrip- 
| ture are to be raced, wherein it 


' is found, AMatth.6. Luke. 11. Nor 
 &othit helpatall to (ay thatma- 
| nyabuſeofit. This is the Argu- 
| ment wherewith our Adver- 
farics forbid the people the 
Scriptures. It Sap himſelt hath 
uttered 


_ c _— MA a cc Ec 
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uttered them; if the Enchan- 
ters ſhould employ the Pſalms 
and terms of the Goſpel, muſt 
7 | we therefore refrain from ut- 
tering them ? It it 1s unlawful 
to ſpeak them ſuperſtitiouſly, 
ſhall nx be unlawful to pro- 
nounce them pioutfly? And if 
it be permitted in Prayer to ule 
our own words, ſhall it be for- 


-o bidden touſe the words of Fe- 
4 | /« Chrift, which are the Rule 
w_ of ours ? 

It is lawful then ; bat (ay 
M they ) it & net neceſſary. 1 an- 
_ (wer : Grant that x 1s m no 


wayes necetlary to pronounce 
a- | bs Prayer, is it neceſfary to 
x. | 2mIt it? It it is indifferent to 
he | pronounce it or omit 1t, ought 
th | we for an PIRney to bring; 

3 2 
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a difference in the Church? to 
afſet a novelty ? to break*an 
Univerſal Order ? and to raiſe 
{cruples in mens conſciences ? 
Eut beſides, there are degrees 
ot inditterency as well as of ne- 
cellity. Will they ſay that the 
Liſe or omitting of this Prayer 
are in the ſame rank of inditte- 
rency, as the ule or abſtinence 
from certain meats ? Certainly 
that which ſerves for edifica- 
tion, 15 not at all indifferent. 
Will they ſay then, that the 
words of Teſws Chriſt ſerve not 
for edification ? Although they 
dare not ſay it expreſ]y, never- 
thelefle they ſay as much ; for 
they maintain that it 15 not Cx- 
pedient to pronounce them, 
This 1s the knot of the Que- 

{t10n 


o 

ſtion , and all the Diſpute is 
brought to this Point, 

Wheretore then is it not ex- 
pedicnt to ſay this Prayer in 
the very words where Feſius 
Chri# did dictate © > What 
great 1nconveniencies ariſe 
thence 2 What lofle to Gods 
Glory 2 What hinderance to 
the ſalvation of mens ſouls ? 
Wharruine to the building of 
the Church ? 


Thereuponthey alledge , 


That we muſt not be tyrd to words, 

That there is danger to idoli7e the 
wards in prononncing them [6 of- 
ren. 

That the attention that is given to 
the ſyllables, tyes up the ſþirit,and 
drverts the thoughts, 


That 
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That this frequent pronunciation ©s 
4 vain revetition conlemned by 
Jeſus Chrilt himſelf. 

That this Prayer doth not ſuf ficient- 
ly particularizt all the neceſuties 


which ought to be expreſſed. 


That it is cenched in divers word; by 
the two Evanzeliſts, which have 
written it, te ſhew thet we ought | 
net to heed the words where it us 


compriſed. 


That the _Apeſiles themſelves ne- 
wer ſa'd it. 


That many carnot [ay it but to their 
condemnation , becauſe it ob!s- 
geth cuery oxe to beg forgtvene([e 
of his ſins, on condition of par- 
doning his enemies. 


That 


{hn 
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That it (utes not with 4 man that « 

ready to die, becauſe he hath no 
mnch need to ſay , Give us our 
bread. 


That it was net given te ſerve for 4 
Prayer , but onely to be a Patern 


Rule of Prayer. 
And that beſides , in their ordinary 


Prayers they comprebend all the 
ſubFance = hour gy thowgh in dif- 


ferent words. 


22 


A general anſwer to theſe 
Objections. | 


O all this I will firſt oppoſe I, 
a general anſwer , which || | 
ſhall overthrow the greateſt | , 
4 


part of their ObjeGtions. Theſe 
men cannot deny,which is moſt 
manifeſt , that ſometimes GodJ 
hath preicribed ſeveral Forms | 
of Prayer and other actions | , 
uſual in the Church, to the end 
that they ſhould be pronoun- 
ced word by word. Such was 
the Form of the Bleſſing which 
the Prie(ts uſually pronounced 
over the people in the very 
words which are read in the}, 
lxth Chapter of the Book otf, 
Num 


—- 


2 
Numbers, Such was the Form of 
7 hank(ſgiving preſcribed in the 
oftering of the firſt fruits , 
Deut. 26. Such was the Form of 
the Proteſtation and Prayer di- 
ttated in expreſle words to 
them which came to pay their 
triennal tythes, Deut, 26. Such 
was the Form of Prayers which 
Moſes commonly uſed when the 
Ark was (et forwards, or when 
it reſted, Numb.10. 35, 36. Such 
was the Form of Prayers, or 
Thankſgiving, which they tfung 
dayly in the Church ; for, were 
not the Pſalms for the molt part 
Prayers or T hankſgivings ? and 
were they not pronounced and 
ſung uſually ? 1 ftorbear to ſay, 


1c ' that every company of Singers 


was Expreſly tyed to certain 
Plalms, 


24 
Pſalms, as if 4t were to one task, 
as it appears by their titles, The 
Pſalm 92. was ſung every Sab- 
bath , as we read in the Hoot 
ſpice thereof, Conſider here 
why God would dictate 
Prayers in form of verſes, if it 
were not tv the end that they 
ſhould be pronounced word by 


word 2? For it 1s well known| 


that 1t 1s a difficult thing to 
change the words of a line 
which is tyed to meaſures and 
fallings of the Art of Poetry, 
Nay, more: For we have di- 
vers Pſalms wherein God 
would have us obſerve evea 
the very letters of the Alpha- 
bet. The 25 Pſalm which is a 
Prayer, and comes near 1n ſub- 
ſtance to the Lords Prayer, be- 
gins 


_ mM i a 2 


25 
gins almoſt every one of its 
verles according to the Order 
of the Hebrew Alphabet. The 
34- 111-112. and the 119. are 
of the ſame ſtructure ; this laſt 
notably in each of his eights, 
anſwering eight times to the 
number and order of the 22 let- 
ters. Every one acknowled- 
geth that by this Method God 
wonld eaſe mans memory, to 
the end that the moſt forgertul 
might eaſily retain the words of 


. Ithe holy verſes, whoſe begin- 


nings were ranked in the form 
of A. B. C. Did he mean then 
that we ſhould neglect the 


- {words thereof, fince he would 


they ſhould be punttually _ 
nounced even to the very leaſt 


be- Petter 2 I might ſay alſo that 


g1ns 


& there 
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there are Pſalms, as the 118. 
andthe 134. which expreſle a | 
Dialogue betwixt the Prieſts 
and the ple. This inter- 
changeable diſcourſe,contiſting 
in a reciprocal communication Þ 
of the one with the other,could | 
not be kept without an exact [| 
obſervation of words, where- | 
with they anfweredeach other. || 
But beſides, in the Reformation [| 
of the Church, which the good 
King Hezek/ab procured when 
there was queſtion made of the 
re-e&abliſhing the holy Limmr- 
e, the Levites were comman- 
ed to praiſe the Lord with the 
words of David and Aſaph , that 
is to ſay , to pronounce or (ing 
the very words of the Pſalms, 
2 Chron. 29. 30. It appeareth - 
a 


oy —_— —— - ma 
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ſo that in the Celebration of the 
P:ſſeover, there was the Form of 
a Song, which was alwayes uſed 

at this Salemnity. And Feſws 
Chriſt himſelf at the end of this 
Aion, when he prepared him- 
ſelf for Death , made no diff- 
culty to pronounce Kt, and 
would that his D4lcyples ſhould 
pronounce it with him , Marr. 
26, 

If theſe people who condemn 
at this day the Uſc of the Lords 
Prayer , had lived m thoſe 
dayes , they would have cen- 
fared the Wiſdom of God for 
having preſcribed Forms of 
Prayers, and for having bound 
the Church to pronounce them 
word by word : For the ſame 
reaſons which gs _ 

| 


2 4gam 
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agamſt the Uſe of this Prayer, 
the ſame mconveniencies which 
they find here, the ſame eva- 
fions by which they dechne and 
ſhun the pronunctation there- 
of; all theſe may be alledged 
againſt all the Forms of Pray- 
ers, Bleflings, and Thank(ſgi- 
vings which God had impoſed 
upen his own people. Could 
not one have ſaid , That one 
oneht not to tye himſelf ts the words 
of theſe Forms , and that it [ufficeth 
18 ſþrak in the ſame ſenſe ? and 
That the ſpirit ought not to be limi- 
ted ? That by amuſing themſc les 
the words , gord thrughts are loſt * 
That theſe are contingal repetitions? 
7 hat theſe ſet Prayers expreſſe nit 
all that ought tobe ſaid ? That there 
& danger leſt thiy ſhould be con- 


werted 


29 
verted to Taols ? and in ſum 
That it was expedient t0 ſuppreſſe 
the Uſe thereof ? This 15 a ſtrange 
thing that God never foreſaw 
thele inconveniencaes | 
I am amazed that theſe peo- 
ple havenot allo aboliſhed the 
crdinary ſinging of Fſalms , for 
it their maxim be worth any 
thing , it 1s aS bad to pronounce 
them 3s to pronounce the 
Lords Prayes. If one ought not 
totye himiclf to the words of 
this Prayer, Why tothe words 
of the Plalms? If we ought 
not to bind up the ſprrit, Is it 
more bound up by the words 
of this Prayer, then by the 
words ot a Plalm ? It the words 
of this Prayer divert the 
thoughts of him that prayeth, 
C 3 Shall 


oo 
Shall not the ſinging of a Pſalm 
altontlh them 2 It we ought 
not to rehearſe this Prayer , if 
1 doth not- particularize all the 
OCCurITences, if there be dan- 
ger toidolize the words, May 
not one ſay as much of any 
Pſalm whatſoever? Nay, more: 
For we ling many Pſaims which 
concerns us not ſo much , or 
wherein we have not ſo much 
intereſt as 1n the Lords Prayer. 
In them we pronounce ſome 
Prayers appointed cxpreſ]y for 
the Fewiſh Church, upon occur- 
rences paſt, and which never 
at any time befal us. T here w: 
have requeſts , imprecatzons, 
reaſonings, complaints , which 
were Divine in Davids mouth; 
but. they are more diſputable 


n 


+ 
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m our mouths then the Lords 
Prayer 1s- Why then doth this 
Prayer mote {tick in our ſto- 
macks then thoſe which are in 
the Pſalms > Adde hereunto 
that the Pſalms as we ſing them 
in our vulgar tongues, are com- 
poſed of words added by the 
humane induſtry of our Poets : 
So that this work, though moſt 
excellent , 1s not alwayes ſo 
Divine as the Lords Prayer. 
Why then 1s 1t more 1nconve- 
nient to pronounce the very 
words of Teſus Ch-iſt, then to 
ling thoſe that men have intro- 
:Edaced ? Furthermore , Since 
that inſtead of the Lords Prayer 
we finde it more to the purpoſe 
zJto haye Prayers after our own 
faſhion, or framed according 

unto 
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unto occaſions; Why inſtead 
of Plalmsdo we not dayly-com- 
pole $ongs altogether new, to 
ling them 1n the Church? Is this 
for want of Poctical capacity 
that we are conſtrained to keep 
a perpetual Form of Pſalms ? 
And it 1t be for edification to 
pronounce them and rehearle 
them in the very words, Why 
is not allo the Lords Prayer, 
which i the Abridgement of all 
the Prayers contained within 
the Plalms ? 

But 1 have more to ſay upon 
every oneof their Objections, 
which now we mult examine 11 
particular. 


Q Þ- 
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Ozjecrtion I. 


hep alledge in the firſt place, 
That we ewght not to tye one ſelves 
to words, 


Anſ wer. 


1.FFYHis Maxime taken uni- 
verſally and without any 
diſtinCtion, is falſe and perni- 
cious. If this is to be received, 
we ought not to read the Bible; 
for m reading thereof, we muſt 
tye our ſelves to the very 
Scripture-words. We muſt not 
tranſlate it; for in a tranſlation 
we ought as much as 15 poſſible 
to ſute preciſely to the very 
OIl- 


original words. A Paraphraſe 
is never (o certzia, and the 
change of one word ſom-rimes 
changes the whole (en' . In the 
holy Hiftory,muſt wen 'tneeds 
keep the very names of places 
and perſons 2 In the Law are 
we not bound to take heed to 
the leaſt lots, yea to the very 
leaſt Point ? 

2. But the Objettion 1s 
doubtful ; For if they under- 
ſtand that we are not ſo tyed to 
the very words of this Prayer , 
that it may not be permitted us 
to uſe any other; this 1s that 


which we ſay with them. Burt it | 


they mean under the ſhaddow 
of this liberty, that we muſt ne- 
glect or ſupprefle the words of 
this Prayer; this 1s that we ar- 


gUuc 
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gue with them. For, becauſe 
Feſws Chriſt permits us to uſe 
our own words, muſt we bury 
his 2 Becauſe our own words 
areallowed to paſle , muſt we 
cur down the words of the holy 
Ghoſt? But on the contrary ; 
If ours are good, how much 
more thoſe which he hath di- 
ated to us? So far ought we 
to be from ſhunning the lan- 
guage of God , that on the con- 
trary, we ought as much as may 
be to make it familiar and com» 
mon. And would to God we 


26 


OBjecrion IT. 


But here they obſerve unto us 
a great danger, That in ms- 
king [o great efteem of the word; 
of this Prayer, it us 16 be feared 
that in the end we may make 


thereof an Idv!. 


I 
—4 


Anſwer. 
vi 


I. 6 hee 1s a ſtrange Paradox, JW 

that the words of thisIÞu 
Prayer which teach us to ſhunfth: 
Idolatry , ſhould be ſuſpectedyfr 
by us as capable to make us 
commit Idolatry: For thisPray- 
er teacheth us to call on noneÞvh 
but Our Father which art in Hes-Fls 


vewu; and to attribute neither 
Power , nor Kingdom , nor Glo- 
ry, but to him alone. Will not 
theſe men ſay too , That we 
u5 Fare in danger to become Idola- 
4 ters of the ſecond Command- 
4} ment of the Decalogue , if we 
ed pronounce it very often ? Shall 
kt] we make an Idol of that Com- 
mandment, which forbids Idols? 
Certainly the Church of Rome is 
not become 1dolatrous for ha- 
ving too often pronounced the 
ox, words of this Commandment 
hisIbut rather for having neglected 
unfthem when they concealedthem 
redgfrom the people. 
us} 2- Butmaynotany one be- 
ay-jcome an Idolater of the words 
zneÞwhich are pronounced 'in Bap- 
7es-Jtilm ? Muſt we not paſſe them 
end - D over 
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over alſo -with ſilence to ſtun 
Idolatry ? Is not the fame dan- 
ger found in the words of the 
Lords Supper , T his u my Body ? 
The greateſt Idolatry which is 
in the World, 15 founded upon 
theſe words 11] underſtood. May 
we then abſtain from pronoun- 
cing them ? Nay, Ought we 
notalſo to pronounce them al- 
wayes and as often a$ we re- 
hearſe the Inſtitution of the 
Lords Supper ? 1 will ſay more, 
The very Name of God is 1do- 
lized by the Fews, ſaying, That 
the pronunciation thereof can work 
all the greateſt miracles even to tht 
removing of munntains + Mult 
thetr ſuper{ttton hinder us 
from the pronouncing of the 
Name of God ? or may we im- 


pole} 
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A ? 


w 3, 
pole every day on God ſome 
new Name, leſt his ordinary 
Name being very often exprett 
ſhould at laſt bezome an Idol ? 
3- Moreover, The ſame 
danger they finde in the Lords 
Prayer, may be found in every 
other Prayer : For may not any 
one 1dohize the words or rhe 
form, thoughit be new ? Know 
we not that mans ſpirit 1s {o 
prone to adorenove'ties 2 Muſt 
we then abſtain wholly from 
praying to God, to ſhun all dan- 
ger of Idolatry ? 
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-. OsBjzecrion III. 


Now follows an Objet@ion 
wherein theſe men attempt 
to make Feſws Chriſt ſpeak || 
againſt himſelf : For, ſay] 
they, He bath oondemued | 
Vain repetitions in Prayer. Now 
the ordinary Uſe of the Lord: | « 
Prayer is a perpetual reherſal. 


Anſwer. 


I. Ead the f(ixth of S. Mat- 
thew , the ſeventh and 
following verles, you fhall 


finde there that Feſws Chrift di- JE 
ated this Prayer for the ſhun- — 


ning of vain repetitions : Uſe 
nt 
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not ( lays he) win repetitions , 
but pray thus, Our Father &c. 
Shall we ſay that that is-a ain 
repetition which 15 given us as 
a remedy againſt vain repeti- 
tions > Would Feſw Chriſt heal 
oae maladie by another like it , 
or drive out one Devil to bring 
in-another 1n the room ? 

2. Feſus Chriſt hath not con« 
demned a!l repetitions in genc- 
ral. Did not he himſelf, to wit 
in his agony, repeat even threg 
times , the very fame evening, 
the very ſame words, Abvs 
Father , if it be paoſyible let this 
cup paſſe from me? In one and 
the ſame Pſalm, which is the 
136. ſo many verfes fo many 
trmes this clauſe , The” mercy of 
God endureth for ever : The ſama: 

3 words 
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words are there pronounced 26 
times. 

3. What repetitions then 
are there tound forbidden ? 
1rhote which are vain. Vain they 
are when one thinks that their 
multiplication carryes ſome 
vertue. Vain alto it there be 
want of underſtending, of afte- 
G&10n, or of Faith. kurt the re- 
pctitzon of a Prayer animated 
alwayes with the ſame Spir:t 
which ought to act mn this exer- 
ctic ,can never be vain: Ason 
the contrary , a Prayer deſti- 
tute of this Spirit , ſhall not 
ceaſe tobe vain, though it be 
pronounced but once. Belides, 

r 3t be permitted to repeat the] | 
{ame thoughts which I have al{' 
icady had, why may Inot rey 

hear! 


® | 


3 
hearie them 1n the very ſame 
words wherein 1 have already 
expreſled them 2 There may 
be as much vanity 1n reitera- 
ting the highs every moment, as 
many now adayes have made a 
faſhion of It, as to repeat the 
word; of Feſur Chrift. 

4. Moreover, I marvel 
that theſe men make profetiion 
that they ſo much hate repeti- 
tions, ſecing the greateſt part 
ot their Prayers 1s built on no- 
thing but repetitions. A repe- 
tition conliſts not onely in re- 
hearing the ſame words, but 
allo 1n rehearſing the fame 
thing, though in different 
terms. Is not this a rehearſal! 
when a man having named dirt, 
comes a little after to name it 


wnd 7 
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wwd ? orafter he hath ſpoken 


of a Sword , he comes to {peak} 


of a Rapier? TI heir Synonyma's 
and Periphrales, wherewt:h 
their Prayers are wholly (tute, 
are they not ſo many repetiti- 
ons 2? 

5. We may obſerve here. 
upon, that this paſlage which 
they object againſt us, Matt.6. 7, 
forbids not onely vain repeti. 
tions , but alſo multitude of 
words. W herefore do not theſe 
men apprehend that there may 
be as much vanity in the length 
of their Prayers, wherein they 
ſpend as much time as would 
ſuffice for a good Sermon, as in 
faying once the Lords Prayer / 
Oris the tedioulnetle of their 
Prayers more contrary to van 


_ 
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en Jbabling then the brevity of 
ak I this ? 
aSY It may bethey will ack, How 
[:h many times we may pronounce it in 
it, fedey, or in an hour? But this is aH 
U-Jone asf they ſhould ask, How 
many times owght we to pray to God? 
re-JFor we are enjoyned to pray 
Ch | without ceaſing, Not that God 
*7-Frequires of us a continual aCt 
U-Jbut nevertheleſle, it ought to 
ot ſhe frequent. Beſides, the worth 
elcfof our Prayers lies not in the 
1 number, nor in the meaſure, 
but in the weight. 
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OBjEtcrion IV. F 


Bchold another Objection. Th: 
words of him which prays , mu 
ſecond hs thoughts , but it w:! 

come to paſſe that one being at- 
rentive 10 the words of the Lord: 
Prayer , his coed thoughts wi 
ſtraggle , and his ſparit [hal be di 


veriid. 


Anſwer. 


T is falſe , and a ver 

ſtrange thing to ſay , thatd 
the words of Feſus Chriſt diver 
good thoughts. It they wel 
underſtood this Prayer, the 
would ncver {peak in this man 


ne: 
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ner. Can we have better 
thoughts 10 Prayer, then thoſe 
which arc included in the words 
of this Prayer ? 

2. Itis falſe, and cannot be 
mfIid without blaſphemy , that 
M-Jthey make the ſpirit wander. 

* On the contrary , they guide 
”"Jthe ſpirit. Can we better rank 
your thoughts then by making 
them march according to the 
Order traced by Jeſus Chriſt 
liumſelt ? | 

3. It 1s falle and abomina- 

ble, that the words by which 
veriJwe receive the Spirit of God , 
thaJdiſtract the ſpirit of man; for 
'cithis Prayer is a parcel of that 
weIDottrine of Faith by which we 
theſpeceive the holy Ghoſt. Galat, 


4. Are 
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. Aretheſe men (o full of 
ood thoughts , that having 
[ ent whole hours in venting 
their conceptions as they 
would , that they cannot be- 
{tow three or four minutes on 
the Lords Prayer ? 

5, But if we ought to ab- 
ſtain from the words thercot , 
under colour that they do not 
alwayes meet with thoſe 
thoughts whichmay come upon 
us1n the att of Prayer; I de- 
mand of theſe men, Whenany 
one of them makes a Prayer in 
publike, whether he be atfured 
that all the thoughts of his Avu- 
ditors juſt meet alwayes and :t 
ſuch a point, with his own , or 
with the words by the which he 
exprefleth them ? It ſhould be 


very 
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very hard for him in a great 
Atlembly, to finde one man 
that hath fo perte&t a concur- 
rence with him. Is there not 
then the ſame danger, leſtthe 
words of his Prayer ſhould di- 
vert the good thoughts of them 
that hear him? Or 1s there more 
diſturbance jn hearing a Prayer 
dictated by Jeſus Chriſt , where- 
unto we have already prepared 
and contormed our thoughts , 
then to hear one of a man 
whoſe thoughts prevent and 
oftentimes [title ours ? 


' 
l 
: 
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OBjEcrtion V. 


This ſame ſhall ſerve for an an- 
{wer to another reaſon which 
they alledge, The ſpirit, lay 
they, oweht to be free, and we 
0nght not to ſbut it up in the bond; 
of 4 Form, 


Anſwer. 


T. Uſt rhe ſpirit of man, 

that it might be free, 
be without Rule? Or 1s it in- 
flaved if it pronounce th: 
Lords Prayer ? God grant we 
have alwayes the liberty to pro- 


” —_— WY —_ 


NOounce it ! 
2. This Prayer 1s indee 
ſhor 


an, 
ec, 
t 1- 

the: 


; we 
pro- 


Tl 
ſhort m words ; but 1a ſub- 
ſtance, 1t 15 of logreat extent, 
that It comprehends the Hea- 
ven and the Earth, the preſent 
and all ages to come. Is the {pi- 
rit of theſe men ſo vaſt that 
this Prayer cannot contain 
it ? 

3. Or if it be captivity to 
hear this Prayer pronounced , 
Is the ſpirit of the hearers more 
captived in hearing the Prayer 
of Feſus Chriſt, or in hearing 
the Prayer of another ? 


= 9. V4 


OBjEtcrion VI. 


Prayer doi h not ſuffi 'ently partt- 
cularize 5 it expreſſcth not our 
neceſ5ities but in terms very gt- [1 
neral : but we ought , according |; 
0 Occurrences, torxpre ſe the par= Jl 
t/calarities every one by its onn |t 


Thereupon they fay , The I] 


proper name. 0 
"7 

Anſwer. q 

þ | 

I. Heſe men fear (it ſeems) Þ" 


leſr God thould not well 
underſtand , unlefle they ſhew- 
ed him with the finger, and un- 
leffe they deciphe red out unto 


him parricularly all their petty 
ne- 


n- 
ro 


ty 


©. 


. 
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neceſiities. And verily, under 
colour of particularizing, many 
inſtead of preſenting "their 
Prayersto God, ſcem rogive 
him 1a{tructions. Many alto cx- 
prefiing particulanities, expretle 
their unpertinences. And ma- 
ny too, thinking they defire an 
Ezge, delire a Scorpion. Certain- 
ly, it 1s often neceilary to par- 
ticularize ; but there needs 
oreat ditcretion , whereof all 
are not capable. General re- 
queſts, as thoſe 'of the Lords 
Prayer, are as the Stars, which 
dave thcir ſtation certain, and 
acer motion regular. Put when 
ve Come to particulars , then 
ne deſcends as it were to the 
Elementary region, where all 
hings are various and turbu- 


L 3 


lent, 
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lent, and where one ſhall meet 
with a perpetual contlict ot rea- 
ſons as waves driven with con- 
trary winds. 
2. Mecreover , It a man 
would undertake to name al! 
the favours which are nece(lary 
Or ExPectent tor him, he ſhall 
never end his Prayer. "Is therc 
any man that can particularize 
all the things which arc requi- 
fite either tor his being , or for 
J'its wel being? all the kindes 
of tempt ations? all 'the depths 
ot Satan ? all his own offences / 
W::0 rs he that knews his tranſ: reſ 
fion: 2 Pal. 19. And betides 
all the nece{hiries cf the Un 
verial Church, and of every 
Member thereof 2 What ſup 
plement mult we then make t 
_ 


our Prayers, ro the end they 
(hould nor be detective ? Cer- 
tainly,we mult nece{larily come 
to general terms which com- 
prchend 1mphicitly all particu- 
larities : As, atter we have 
(pected fuch and ſuch fins, and 
being not able to make a full 
enumeration of all others , 
Muſt we not lay 1n general, For- 
give ws onr treſpaſſes ? | retort 
then the Argument. Since it 1s 
impuſlible-for us to frame any 
Prayer which « particularizeth 
all things, we ought neceſlari- 
lytouſca Prayer which in its 
generalities contains all parti- 
Cculars, 


Q ÞB- 


OBjEcriox VII. 


But , lay they, we read not that 
the Apoſtles ever pronounced 
itt. 


Anſwer. 


I. H1s reaſon 1s not conclu- 
ding. A negative Argu- 

ment, concerning a tact which 
13 not of the efIcnce of Faith, 1s 
not drawn out of Scripture. We 
read not in the H-/ory that the 
Ferws ever celebrated the yee: 
of Fubil:, one of the greateſt 
Points of the Ceremomial L1w; 
yet without doubt they did ce- 
lebrate it, otherwile it is cer- 
tain 


tain God would have cenſured 
them tor an omittion fo repro- 
vable. We read not that the 
Apoſtics ever baptized in the 
Name ot the three Divine Per- 
ſons named in their Commil- 
fon 3 Shall we ſay then that 
they did. not baptize in this 
form ? 


2. I ſay rather that Feſws 
Chriie did Gictate to them this 


- Form of Prayer z therefore 


they uſed it. Is it credible that 
having defired to'have a Form 
tf Prayer, and Feſus Chri# 
having diftated unto them this 
rord by word, that they never 
ronounced it ? 

3. And if 1t were not ſo; 
he Apoſtles were endowed 
vith a Spirit which guided 

them 


= 


g 
them in their ' tw , as well | 
as in their Doctrine. Pur, have 
we the (ame infallible Spirit 
which dictated to them ſuch 
Prayers? Are we Certain that 
we faile nomore then they,nei- 
therin the Matter nor 1n the 
Form 2 


O s- 
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After this they ask us a Queſti- 


 eught we to pronennce it ? either 
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OBjecrion VIII, 


on. This Prayer , ſay they, 
is found written in two Books of 
the New Tefament ( to wit 
S. Matt. 6. S. Luke 11. ) but 
with diveaſity of terms, and 
which « more , the one of theſe 
Evanrgelifts omits that which the 
other hath written : How then 


by that which « expreſſed in S. 
Matthew, er that which is con- 
chedbyS Luke? All thi ſhews 
that the meaning of Jeſus Chriſt 
was not that the words of thu 


Prayer ſhould be obſerved. 
An- 


60 


Anſwer. 


1. JF this Argument might 
take place, When we cc- 
lebrate the Lords Supper, we 
mult never pronounce the 
words which Feſws Chri# \ſpake 
in that Action; for they are re- 
lated diverſly in tour divers 
Books of the Scripture; ſo that 
one of the Evangelifts which 
regiſtred them, hath not acer 
words, Ds thu in remembrance if 
w'. Mult we then 1a this Action 
wholly omit the words of Feſs: 
Chriſt , under colour of the d1- 
verlity which we fhnde there ? 
S. Paul did nut fo underſtand it: 
When he ſhews the Corinthians 


the 


' 
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1 
the form wherein they ought 
to celebrate the Lords Supper, 
he rehearſeth expretly the very 
he words that Feſws Chriſt uttered 
{| in theinſtitution of this Sacra- 
ment according as he had recci- 
ved them of him, 1 Cor.1t. 
ts 2. This1sa wrong Conclu- 
ſion , that we ought not to take 
heed tothe words, under pre- 
1a} tence of the difference which 
we finde there. On the contra- 
ry, whereas God repeats the 
ſame thing in divers words, by 
ſo much the more ought we to 
mark them , for this difference 
4] tends to the clearing of one 
word by another. So when 
one of the Evangeliſts ſays, Re- 
mit w our debts; the other ex- 
pounds it by —_ , Forgive us 


Our 
mmm : 
| | 
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our greſpaſſes. It 1s 1nCifterent to | 
take the one or the other of 

thele two exprettions : both 
thele two were dictated by Fe- 
ſws Chriſt, Muſt we makethe 
dithculty ſo great wn chuling ? 
Or mult we ſupprelle both 
theſe two, becaule Zeſms Chriſt 
hath dictated both thele two ? 

- To this that they a-| 
ledge, That one of the Evan- | 
geliits hath not this clauſe , For 
thine « the Kingdom, ec. \t 15 Ea- 
lie toan(wer. This is asif we 
ſhould ſay, We ought aot to 
celebrate the Lords Supper, be- 
cauſt one of the Evangelilts, to 
wit, S. 7e/», ſpeaks not of it. It} 
they hnde not this clauſc in S. 
Lak-, mult they ueceUlarily 
palle it over with filence , al- 


though 
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though it 1+ fouud 1n S. M trhews 
Or ought we upon this occakon 
to omit all this Payer, al- 
though it be not found 1n boih 
theſe Evangeliſts > We hare 
divers Pſalms which contain 
but one and the fame fubjeR:; as. 
the 14. and the 53. are but the 
ſelf-ſame thing : notwithſtand- 
ing there is in one a clauſe 
which 1s not in the other, Muſt 
we ſupprefle them both ? 


_— 


OBjEcTt1on I Xx. 


There are ſome which ſtrive 
againſt the Uſe of this Pray- 
cr, for an abſurdity which 
they think 18 found in it, We 
celire therein "our dayly 
bread : But, ſay they , 4 man 
wh;ch ;s ready to die ( as he which | 
is in an agony en his deith-bed, or 
he which is on the $ coff old , and 
looks for nuthins but the fata! | 
[lroke) muſt he alſo ak for bread? 
Is it to any purpoſe for him to d:- 
mand a thing whereof he hath no 
more nted . ard which s no more 
of any uſe for him? 


[n- 
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Anſ wer. 


Have divers anſwers to give 

thereupon. 

1. If this Requeſt were 
convenient but tor them which 
are aftured to hive, no man 
could ever fay it ; For thoſe 
very men which are in perfect 
health and ſafety, yet never- 
thelefle are not certain to live 
one momerit. So that TFeſws 
Chriſt hath taught us to ask a 
thing which we ought never to 
demand, 

2. As therets no man which 
15 allured to live a day, ſothere 
1s none that knows whether 
this day ſhall be his laſt. Many 
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touch tie gates of death, which 
enter not {0 ſoon in. Although 
then a man ſhall be and ſee him- 
{c!t very near to go cut of the 
World ; nevertheleſle ſince 
that he 15 1gnorant of the time 
of His departure, muſt he 
boldly renounce bread & Gods 
Iiberality , which is the Doner 
thercof, as though he was aſ- 
ſured he ſhould never have 
n-:cd of ir ? 

3, WhenT ask my bread. 
this is alwaycs under conditi- 
on, Incale that I have yet any 
necd thereot; In caſe that my 
dayes may be yet prolonged 
upon Earth , and not otker- 
wie. Is there any impertinence 
in this Requeſt? Or ought we 
Bot aliayes thus to ſpeak ? 

4+. It 
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4. It 1s well known that 
this Petition is not reſtrained 
to nouriſhment, In naming 
bread , I preſuppoſe all that 
which 1s necellary for my life, 
the very air & breathing. May [ 
not demand them tor the time 
which [ have to live, though 
indeed it were but for one very 
moment, to the end I might 
glorthe God 2? 

5. Grant that he which 1s 
dying hath no more needto ask 
bread, hath henoneed roſay, 
Firgive us our treſpaſſes, and, 
Lead us not intotemt#8.410n ? 

6. Jeſus Chriſt would not 
that a man (ſhould ask bread for 
himfelt alone 5 but he com- 
mands us allo to ask bread for 
others, in ſaying, Give we. If 


then 


E8 
then a man which 1s ready to 
dye, cannot or will not ask bread * 
for himſelt ; doth Charity for- 
bid hum to as for thoſe that 
{hall jurvive, and to pray for 
polterity ? 

7. And finally, Becauſe 
that ſick. men dying, or thoſe 
whichareupon the gibber, have 
no more need of bread , May We 
conciude all others ought to 
abſtain trom asking it 2 By the 
fame reaſon they ought to ab- 
{ſtain trons cating, 


Q Þ- 
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OBjeEcrior X. 


Many alſo make a ſcruple to 


pronounce this Prayer, be- 
cauſe it obitges them to ſay 
that they torgive them that 
have tre{paſſed againſt them. 
Now a4 man huh not alwayes 4 
meaning to pardon, This pre- 
tence 15 {p« ctous; for it 1 have 
thoughts of revenge , with 
what torchead can I ſay I tor- 
give? Putmakel not iny telt 
more guilty m ſaying lo? 
Nay this clauſe contains an 
imprecation which I make 
againſt my (elf, ro wit, that 
it I pardon not, I do not 
ask pardon, Hence 1t comes 

tO 
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to paſſe that many of them | 
which have charge of pray- | 
inzin Pubhke; abſtain from \ 
this Prayer , for fear that 
ſome of the by-ſtanders] 
which pray with them , 
ſhould be tound to lye to 
God. 


Anſwer. 


2. Here 1s indeed much to 
be ſatd upon the Que- 

ftion. If a man which feels in 
himſelf any motion of hatred, 
muſt ſuſpend the Uſe of rhis 
Prayer : I fay hereupon,, I: he 
may not uſe this Prayer, he 
may not uſe any other. In ſo 
much, that to forbid a man the 
Lord: 
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Lords Prayer upon this occaſi- 
on , Is to forbid him wholly to 
pray to God 1n what form ſo- 
ever. | his conſequence 1+ ma- 
ni'eſt by many reaſons. Fi:{t of 
all, he cannot make a good 
Frayer,it it be not agreeable (at 
lea(t in ſubſtance ) to the Lords 
Prayer. Now this Prayer then 
binds one to ſay , that he for- 
gives his enemies; fo that if 
he ſaysit not inthe ſame words, 
it bchooves him notwith{tand- 
ing that he ſpeaks in the ſame 
lence. Belides,can he make any 


| Prayer without asking forgive- 


ncfJe of his lins ? And fſecing 
that this remiſſion 15 not pro- 
miſcd him but upon condition 


.jto pardon , can he delire it 


otherwiſe ? For of ye forgive not 


men 


NE) 


men their treſpaſſ es. meither will | 
forgive you yours, Matth.6,15 , Nay 
indeed, he cannot ask any thing 
elſe of God without he be dit- 
poſed to forgive. If he brings 
an offering to the Altar, he 


ought firſt tro reconcile himſelf 
to his Brother, otherwiſe all 
his offerings , all his ſupplica 
rions , are of no worth- Add 
to this, that no man ca 
make a Prayer without protel! 
ing that he will obey God; fo 
in deſiring God that he will tu] 
fill our will , we promile tha 
we w1ll perform His. We ough 
alſo todefire that his Will ma 
be done. Now this is one Poin 
of the Will of God. that w 
pardon them which have of 
tended us. I fay then , that 1 
ran 


d 
| 
« 
} 
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rancour forbids a man to pro- 
,4 Nounce the Lords Prayer; the 
n-} ſame reaſon torbids him to pray 
1 to God at all. Behold to what 
_ the opinion of theſe men 
hel comes ; for their Argument 
forbids not onely the Lords 
Prayer, bur alſo all thoſe which 
they themſclvesareaccuſtomed 
to make. 

2, Let us ſce now the ob- 
ſtacles which are found here. 
He , lay they , who inſtcad of for- 
giving , burns with revenge , he 
which hath a ſoul drowned inhis gall, 
and filled with implacable wrath, can 
he pronounce this Prayer * Tothis, 
41 anſwer, that we mean not 
4 here them which are wholly 
poſleſt with a ſpirit of revenge, 
4 and that have no intention to 
G for- 


- 


forſlake their malice ; but the 
Quefrtion is of them who! 
through infirmity, - finde a difh- 
culty to forgive, and feel in 
themſelves acombatof the fleſh 
with the ſpirit. If I be thenin 
this eſtate, may I ſay Forgive 
me my treſpaſſes , leeing I have 
ſcarce power to ſay that I for- 
give them that have offended 
me? I anſwer alſo, Amongſt 
the treſpaſſes whereof I ask 
pardon , I count this, The dit- 
ficulty which I have to pardon. 
I defire pardon for this, that it 
iy bard for me to give pardon :ÞP' 
And I deſire this grace that [te 
may pardon. T his clauſe comes}'c 
then to this ſence 3 Forgive me, [P! 
4 I pray that thou wonldft give mt 

the grace 16 be able to forgive. 1:IP* 

there 
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e | there any man that can ſtumble 
of at this? Is there alſo any Chri- 
5. | ſrian that ought not thus to 
n{ſpeak? It ſufficeth not to al- 
ſh {ledge, thac theſe things are ve- 
inJry different, to ſay that we 
vel forgive, and to (ay that we de- 
ve fre power to forgive: For he 
r- {that deſires fincerely to have *' 
ed} power to be able to forgive, 1 
>} hath already begun to forgive, | 
«If that this forgiveneſle pro- | 
if. 1ceeds not yet from a heart per- 
2n. fedtly appeaſed , ſhall we defer 
+ it (6.257 Fa God until we become 'l 
n:{perfect ? until that we love per- 
t IItectly our neighbour , thar is 

eJto ſay, until we have aocom- 
me pliſhed all the Law ? 
3. Put after all this, ſup- 
| 1xfpoſe that it is not lawful for a 
ere G 3 man 
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man to ſay this Prayer while 
he 1s, though but a little, angry? | 
Is ut then turbid to ſay 1t atter 
that there 15 no ſpark of wrath, JF, 
and that his heart ts entirely 
cleanſed from hatred ? If he 1s 
not in cale to pronounce 1t at 
one time, mult he abitam then 
from it for ever ? And behides, 

tor ſome particular men who 
have the ſpirit of revenge, andJ 
may not fay this Prayer, Mult] | 
+. the Body of the Church bel, 
torbidden it > Muſt the paſl- 
ons of ſome men flerve for 3 
Rule to all > Finally, Is this 
well done by him that prays in 
Publike. to fit himſelf rather ts 
the malice of men , then to the 
Rule of Feſws Cbrift ? 
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oe to excuſe themſelves they 
\ {| alicdge and object altoge- 
SY ther, That in therr ordinary 
[ Projers . thry comprehend toe 
ni whole [ubjtarce of this; That | 
S.1 they make thereof a Parajh: aſe 
of which s the weiry fame thing 1n 
dy ef:t, althenrh that they pro- 
{| »-wnce ver the very ſame pericds 
Dey of 24. 


\isl- Anſwer. 


Y this reckoning, they 
"If ſay not formally , We 
mgrve them which have treſpaſſed 
ainſt us; but they (ay itin ſub- 

G 2 ſtance. 
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78 
ſtance. Is it then more incon- 
venient to lay ut 1n the very 
words of Fes Chrift, then to 
ſay it in words equivalent? And 
likewiſe all the reſt of the 
Lords Prayer : For fince the\ 
confefte that we muſt expreile 
all the meaning thereof, 15 18 
forbidden to exprelle the 
words thereot 2 

2. On the contrary, whet 
a Queſtion 1s of paraphrating 
pallage, 1t behooveth to pro 
nounce it word by word, toth 
end one may ſce 1t the para 
phrafe agrees with the Text 
Since then they paraphraſe th 
Lords Prayer , Why do the 
not pronounce it, to the cn 
that men may ſee whether tl 
paraphraſe anſwers the word 
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of Feſws Chriſt ? 

3. But twithermore, Are 
their paraphraſes of the ſame 
weight as the words of our 
Lord ? Is a paraphrafe of the 
Scripture as authentique as the 
Scriprure it felt 2 The words 
of the Lords Prayer are Cano- 
nical ; forthey are a part of the 
Scripture : Fut theſe mendare 
not maintain that their Prayers, 
or the words thereof, are Ca- 


nonical : tor can a Prayet com. : 


poſed by a man ſerve for anin- 
fallible Rule for his hearers. In 
the Apocryphal Books are 
found excellent Prayers, either 
in their ſubſtance, or in regard 
of their expreſlions : 3 Why 
make we not to great an e(tt- 
mate of them , as of thoſe that 
are 


_— ——— . - 


80 
are Contained 1m the Canonical 
Books ? For, although they 
were conceived and framed by 
godly and underſtanding men , 
nevertheietle they come not 
from the holy Ghoſt, in the 
ſame quality, perfeCtion , and 
authority, as the which are 
written by the hands of the 
Prophets, whereunto allo we 
dare not compare ours, much 
leſfle alſo to that which Teſs 
Chriit hath dictated. 
It 1s nor enrcut gh ro object 
T hat by this reck ming we one ht ne- 
ver 10 ſry «ny other Projer then 
ths, For this 1s as 1t one 
ſhould lay , It is not permit- 
ted to paraphraſe the Scripture, 
becaule our paraphraſes or 1n- 
terpretations are never {0 aul- 
thentique 


I 
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thentique as the Scripture 1t 
lelt. We ray paraphraſe the 
Lords Praver with other 
Prayers 3 but 1t 1s not for- 
bidden under the (haddow of 
our Paraphraſes to pronounce 
It in 1ts own words. 


* mw. - 
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OBjecrion AIL 


T come now to their laſt Obje-J 
Ction , wherein they beleeve 
they diſplay a great ſubtilty, 
The words of thu Prayer , lay} 
they , were diftated 19 be the] 
Pattern of our Prayers , but oy | 
to ſerve for a Prayer, 


”_c wm www — a&— 


Anſwer. 
I. His is but a ſophilſtry,{, 


and a vain ſubtertuge.f: 
Cannot theſe words be a Prayerfſ 
and the Model of Prayer? Can- 
not a building ſerve for a Mo-þj 
del to another —_— Arel; 
theſe things incompatible ? 
2. Not 


| 2. Note that Feſws Chriſt 
laysnot, Ask your Father , That 


his Name may be ſanttified, That be 
&y you your bread, ec. Nay, be- 
old how he ſpeaks: Say, Our 
Father which art in Htaven. Say, 
Hallowed be thy Name. Say , Groe 
u our bread. Say, Forgive wi. Say, 
Delrver ws , ee. Are not theſe 
the terms ard the firm of a 
Prayer ? Can one better and 
more exprel;y put in ones 
mouth ones own » ords ? Or 
ad Feſws Chriſt , when he or- 
ined us to ſay them, mean the 
*Iquite contrary, to wit, that we 
1yErJought not to ſay them ? 
AN} 3. But ſuppoſe that they 
Mo-lwere onely given us for a Pat- 
Arthtern , - not for a Prayer; 
Theſe men confeſle that in 


pray- 
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praying I ought alwayes tc 
have this Pattern in my minde 
If I ought to have it in m 
minde, Why ſhall I nut hav 
it in my mouth ? 

4+ It they will not pro 
nounce it asa Prayer, Why d 
they not pronounce it at lealt a 
a Pattern, or Form 2 Whe 
they (hall | lay, Jeſus Chriſt ih 
Son hath taught us to ſay to ther , Ou 
Father which art in Heaven card 
they afraid to lvemn Gvide g (0! 
or dothey tear that this truth 1 
not well [poke n / 

5. Ilay, Irisnecd that th 
people ſhould be continual! 
inftructed to pray well. Nov 
it 15 without Controvertie, tha 
it 1s impoſſible to make an 
good Prayer, 1t it agree not, 1 

leal 
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leaſt in ſubſtance, with this 
. Form of Feſws Chriſt. Is it not 


then expedient that the people 
hear otten this Form, to the 
end that they may ſec to what 
Rule they ought to conform 
their Prayers 2 We taxe the 


Church of Rome for that ſhe 


pronounceth not to the peaple 
the ſecond Commandment of 
the —_ : becauſe that 

1nders very many 
from acknowledging the Ido- 


4 Jatry which they commit. Will 


not the ſuppreſſion of this 


{ Form cauſe the people, efſpeci- 
J ally as many poor ſouls who 
4 neither can nor know how to 


read the Scriptures, to forget 
in the end this Prayer , and 


1know no more the Rule which 


H ought 
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26 | 
ought to be kept in praying to | 
God ? In effect, thele men do 
as much as they an, to caule 
the memory of 1t to be loſt. 

To come to an end, Mark 
alſo here the difference which 
is betwixt the Prayers which are 
of our own making. .and the 
Lords Prayer. There may be 
ſaid as much as between the 
Tabernacle and the Pattern 
which God made Moſes ſee upon 
the Mountain. T he Pattern was 
Celeſtial , framed immediatly 
by the hand of God : The Ta- 
bernacle was Earthly,and made 
by the hand of man. "The Lords 
Prayer 1s all Celeſtial and 'Di1- 
vine : Ours are, 1n part, from 
mans induſtry ; for we have not 
the ſpirit 1n pertection, T his || 


fa- 


ms 
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fabrick of our ſpirit is alwayes 
bumane and impertett : but the 
Pattern 1s alwayes Divine and 
perfect. There is no man ſo 
knowing , ſo religious , who is 
not ſubject ro taile in the ma- 
king of his Prayers. They are 
ſubject to imperfection , to ex- 
celle, ro diforders, to many = 
regularitic s. We are not with= 
out errour m this buſineſle. We 
arc here perpetually wanting 
either in omitting , or beirg 
over-briet m one point , over- 
tedrous 1n another; or in railing 
our thoughts out of their rank, 
Pur n ſaying the Lords Prayer, 
I am fure I cannot faile to (peak 
well, that I omit nothing, that 
I ſpeak nothing lupertiuous , 
that I am nor extravaganr, that 


H 2 there 
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there is no raſhneſſe in my 
words, After then that I have 
framed a Prayer according to 
that which is poſhble for me, 
I conſider the defects thereot ; 
and to repair them, I uſe this 
which I know 1saltogether per- 
fe. Nay,l ſay, that after I have 
preſented a Prayer of my own 
faſhion , I ought to dehire of 
God that he would help the de- 
fects thereof; and to theſe ends 
I preſent unto him this which 
his Son hath taught me. Is this 
proceeding impertinent ? Is 
there any thing in it why we 
ſhould reject the Uſe of this 
Prayer ? 

I conclude then , We ought 
to pronounce it, We ought, 
becauſe Feſw Chriſt hath pur it 

in 
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in our mouths. We ought , be- 
aule that this 1s the Abridge- 
nent of all other Prayers. We 
pught., becauſe this is the Rule 
ind Star which ought to guide 
1s1n praying to God, We ought, 
o reform the defects which 
re In all our other Prayers. We 
pught , becauſe that it 1s Unt- 
eral, forall perſons, for all 
natters, at all times, 1n all pla- 
s. This is a Prayer which all 
he Churches of the World 
ronounce : and this is a great 
pnſolation tume, that I ſhall 
cep my part 1n this great con- 
ort. Thisis a Prayer whichT 
an ſay in proſperity, in adver- 
ty; 1m Peace, in War; in 
ealth, in ficknefle; in life, 1a 
icath : the young man and the 
H 3 old, 
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old, the rich and poor, th 
King and Shepheard, may pro 
nounce Kt together. 

Is not this a ſtrange thing 
that the words of -Ze{ws Chri; 
ſhou'd become ſuſpected by uy 
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It our Fathers, who have ſutfer# 


ed ſo much to have the libert 
of p: -onouncing this Prayer 1n 


tanguage that may be under 


ſtood , which hid ſo much car 
ro teach us 10 the end thot w 
ſhould have it alwayes 11 ou 
mouths, ſhould riſe at this d: 

from their graves, and ſhuul; 
{ce that we attempt to forge 
this Prayer ; With what re 


- 


proaches wou'd they not Coveq 


us 2 Put, whiih more, be 
hold Feſws Chriſt himiclt 'wh 


bids you pronounce it. VWhem 


3. 


O1 
will you obey; either him, or 
hem who ſtrive to perſwade 
ou the contrary ? Fear not, 
car not to pronounce the 
ords of Jeſus Chrift. Jeſus 
hriſt who dictated them to 
ou thall be your Warrant to- 
ards God , and ſhall avouch 
our words, fincethey are his 
wn. Carry them alwayes in 
our hearts and upon your lips. 
J adjure you, my Brethren, by 
he reverence ' which you 
ear to TFeſus Chriſt, by the 
F$(teem which ye ought ro make 
f his words , by the charity 
hich he hath teſtified tous in 
eaching us this Prayer, by the 
tereſt which you have to 
ell-praying, and by the Peace 
nd Joy of the Chuich ; ſuffer 


nor 
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not any man to ſnatch ſrom you! 
this pretious Jewel , which was 
given you from the hand of th 
Son of God. And Cod grant 
in mercy, that with one and th 
ſame voice, we al wayes addrefl; 
our ſelves to Our Father which is 
in Heaven ; tor to him belowg's th 
Kinedom , Power , and Glory , fi 
ever and ever. 


Amen. 
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